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17
17.1

17.2

SUSTAINABILITY

I ntroduction

This section of the ES provides an appraisal of ghstainability of the proposed
Resource—RecoverPark(RRP)development at Ince.As with other sections, i
assesses the RRP (without the RDF Plant), the RDRIRt RBand the combine
development scheme (i.e. the RRHAJhe Sustainability Appraisal uses the Regional
Sustainability Appraisal Toolkit produced by therMioWest Development Agency to
assess the main principles of sustainability anev hbe proposed development
performs against these principles. The appraisandéwork is presented as a
Sustainability Matrix in Appendix 17.1.

This section of the ES includes;

» Definition of sustainable development;

* Policy context; and

* Summary of Sustainability performance of th@eposed development and its tv*o

constituent partace-RRP-proposal

Definition of Sustainable Development

Sustainable development is commonly defined as:

‘Development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of
future generations to meet their own needs’ (Brundtland Report, 1987)

Sustainable Development is about creating soluttbas meet environmental, social
and economic objectives in a balanced and holigdg. The Government’s strategy
‘A Better Quality of Life — A Strategy for Sustainia Development in the UK’,
published in May 1999, identifies four key objeetv

» Social progress which recognises the needs of enery
» Effective protection of the environment;
» Prudent use of natural resources; and

» Maintenance of high and stable levels of economigvth and employment.

The proposals for development need to ensure tioédlseconomic and environmental
issues are dealt with in an integrated way.

Sustainability Development forms the basis of tlv&nment's overarching planning
policy for the UK, as set out in Planning Policyat®ment 1: Delivering Sustainable
Development (PPS1) which aims to create sustainablemunities through the
planning system.

The United Nations’ definition focuses on improviroyr quality of life as an
integrated part of, rather than an alternative ttog environment: sustainable
development is considered to be:

‘...development which improves people’s quality of life within the carrying capacity of
supporting ecosystems’.
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17.3

Policy Context

Sustainability Appraisal (SA) is a process of assgsthe environmental, social and
economic merits of plans, projects and programraad, the plan-making system is
now required to produce SA for all emerging Devatept Plan Documents. SA for
individual projects is not a mandatory requiremehgwever it is considered
appropriate to test the Ince proposal against tt@A for Sustainability (AfS) toolkit,
which was set up by the North West Regional Assgmlib assess
plans/projects/programmes in the region againstobshed and agreed sustainability
indicators. The Integrated Appraisal Toolkit (IAiE)a methodology that that has been
successfully applied in the sustainability applasfadevelopment initiatives at all
levels.

The aims of the IAT, set oub the Matrix at Appendix 17-belew-n-the-Appraisal

Summary-Reposthave sought to inform the region’s changing pties and improve
the integration of the economic, social and envitental objectives for the region.
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17517.4  Summary of Sustainability Performance of the Ince RRP
Proposals

Analysis of the proposals for Ince have been uadtert, looking at the sustainability
of the economic, social and environmental implmadi of the developme endix
17.1) 1©Overali-t can be seen that the development propasalsts constituent parts,
perform very well against the sustainability clier

The matrix can be categorised into four key ard@mnes and aimss-set-out-below
A summary of the analysis under these four therfmeshe RRP excluding the RDF
Plant, the RDF Plant and the combined scheme (&f&)Hs set out below.

175117.4.1 High and Stable Levels of Economic Growth and Employment

Analysis of theiree-RRPdevelopment proposal in the context of the curesaihomic
and market conditions has illustrated that toenbined scheme and its constitugnt
partsprepesalaneet the sustainable development aims of providomd employment
opportunities, conditions for business successy@oic growth and investment.

The combined schemdnece—RRP-scores highly on the sustainability matrix by
supporting the diversification of the local econoamnd attracting inward investment
the RRP excluding the RDF Plant does similarly,Istithe RDF Plant does but not
the same extentThe economic section of the report shows thahénregion of 1,740
to 1,855 full time employment opportunities coulldreated byhe combined scheme,
1,324 to 1,432 by the RRP excluding the RDF Plant] 416 to 423 by the RDF
Plantthese-propesaladdressing local and wider sub-regional unemplayme

(@)

The combined scheme and constituent paase—RRPalso score highly on the
sustainability matrix by supporting the diversifica of the local economic base by
providing high specification waste reprocessing egaycling facilitiesand/or energy

generation

Environmental technology is identified as a keyteed priority for the North West
region. The proposal will assist in developingtbmerging market and will assist in
putting the North West at the forefront of enviremtal technology, waste
reprocessing anid the case of the RDF Planénewable energy.

The three-RRPcombined scheme and constituent paubstantially suppastboth the
strategic and sustainable aims of economic pohcthe locality, the wider Cheshire
sub-region and the North West region as a wholewthErmore,this—prepesdhe
combined schemis of national importance in creating a future eldor other similar
developments, to assist wider sustainable developrobjectives in the UK and
Europe.
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175217.4.2 Protection and Enhancement of the Environment

The combined scheme and constituent parseRRPpropesalsffer significant
opportunities to facilitate economic developmentilsthalso providing significant
environmental benefits.

The proposed-—developmerRRP excluding the RDF Planitilises innovative and|
sustainable methods of processing waste. Thionigt reduces the reliance on the
landfilling of waste in Cheshire and the region llgo contributes to government
targets for alternative methods of waste manageraadta decreased reliance on
landfilling. Thelree-RRIRDF Plant alsomakes use of waste for the production of a
renewable and sustainable forms of energy, whiclkemaa contribution to the
Government’s target of 10% of gross national energgsumption to come from
renewable energy sources by 20Tthe combined scheme delivers both.

The combined scheme and constituent pgstepesals—alseautilise multi modal
transportation methods, through the site beingsstiske by rail, water and road for the
movement of freight. This will both significantheduce the volume of traffic on the
region’s road network and provide associated enwiiental benefits.

An Environmental Management Plan, which include®itdlife Conservation Plan
and a Habitat Management Plan, will be implemertedetain and enhance the

existing ecological value of the site.This is the case for the combined scheme @and
constituent parts.

The principal effects of developing the Ince sii#é be the loss of an area of greenfield
land (for the combined scheme, and to a lesser extmmitd constituent parts in

isolation which have lesser land coveragaddTtthe RBEplantwill haventroduction
of-a-significantnegativevisual-impact-when—vievwoth the CCC Application and

DBERR Application (and the two in combination) wilhve some significant visud|
impacts, particularifrom a close distance.Theis effects on water quality and ai
guality will not be significantfor the combined scheme or its constituent elésnen

In the longer term, theropoesed-developmelibth elements of the development and
the combined developmenwill create a significant amount of compensatorbiteds

and enhance the existing ecological value of ttee STheRDF Plantdevelepmentvill
also play a key role in achieving the governmemésewable energy and waste
management targets. Overalhch of the proposals and the overall schémeRRP
prepesals-score well on the sustainability matrix in terms pfotection and
enhancement of the environment.

=

175317.4.3 Prudent Use of Natural Resources

As a modern, high specification developmdmith thethe-RRPproposalsand the
combined schemare intended to utilise the latest building tecbggl and design
practices in order to create a sustainable and@nwentally friendly development. It
is the intention to design all facilities to achéeas BREEAM ‘Very Good’ rating for
industrial buildings.

Design principles for the RRRxcluding the RDF Planttilise environmental|
technologies to be responsive to climatic condgionThe micro-climate of each
development plot will be carefully considered whireneating or cooling can be
monitored to reduce adverse effects on the inteonaéxternal envelope of each
building.
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In terms of water use, the sitier all elements of the developmenmil utilise a SUDS |
scheme to manage flood risk and will aim to colked use ‘harvested’ rainwater and
grey water from sinks etc for non-potable purposes.

The Environmental Management Plaroposed for all elements of the development
and-the-production-of renewable—enemjll ensure the sustainable management and
protection of natural resource§-he-RRPpropesalthis is further enhanced for the
RDF Plant and the overall RRP, where renewableggneill be producetherefore

score-highlyonthe sustainabilibrmatribcin-thisrarea

175417.4.4 Social Progressthat Meets the Needs of Everyone

The combined schemdéneeRRP-developmenwill substantially contribute to thg
delivery of sub-regional regeneration by creatingrge number of hew employment

opportunities. By offering a contemporary and ueigvaste management facility, the
RRPschemeoffers the opportunity to diversify the local eoarmic base and generate
new employment opportunities, which will have nmpligr effects throughout the local
economy in one of the North West region’s sectprarities. This is the case, but to &
lesser extent for the constituent elements.

176175 Conclusions

Sustainable development is a key theme ofdiezlopmerRRP proposat in respect
of the combined scheme and its constituent elemefnite assessment of economic,
social and environmental implications of the praeshows that the development of
this site for a Resource Recovery Park, togethén wie environmental mitigation
measures proposed, will have significant benefittha local, regional and national
levels for environmental, economic and social egés. Those benefits are conveydqd
substantially be the combined scheme and to Ildsdestill substantial extent by th
constituent elements.
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